
Hierdie kennisgewing is gestuur aan alle navorsers op die ANO-verspreidingslys vir befondsingsgeleenthede
This notice has been sent to all researchers on the DRD distribution list for funding opportunities

[NRF] Call for Applications: Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants 2018/19  ERTTG’s

INTERNAL DEADLINE – 12H00, 2 AUGUST 2018

Please adhere to the internal deadline for feedback from our internal administrative review process.  
SU CONTACT PERSON(S):
Mr Nugent Lewis – Coordinator: National Grants
Mrs Malene Fouche – Director: Research Integrity and National Grants
For system-related queries, please contact:  
Miss Shannon Brooks – NRF Intern, National Grants

Beste Kollega / Dear Colleague,

Daar is nou ŉ befondsingsgeleentheid om aansoek te doen vir die ‘Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants 2018/19’.   Let asseblief op ŉ paar belangrike punte hieronder in die Engelse teks.

A funding call is now open for applications to Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants 2018/19- see Framework Document and Application and Funding Guide 2018/19 attached. The Budget
Guidelines are on page 8 of the Framework Document.

Please note the following:

Instrument-specific instructions Applicant requirement(s) Prospective applicants should:
EQUIPMENT-RELATED TRAVEL GRANTS:
 The Equipment-related Travel Grants are sub-divided into two categories, namely:
· General Equipment Travel Grants, which funds SA researchers requiring access to

specialised equipment that is not available regionally or nationally. This funding may
cover national or international travel and subsistence costs as well as contributions
toward equipment utilisation.

· Travel grants to Access Global Infrastructures which funds SA researchers requiring
access to both national and international global infrastructures. Outbound Global
Infrastructure are located outside South Africa such as, i.e.  the JINR, CERN and
ESRF. Inbound Global Infrastructure are located in South Africa such as, i.e. SALT,
MEERKAT, ICGEB and National Facilities. 

EQUIPMENT-RELATED TRAVEL GRANTS:

· Postgraduate students (masters or doctoral) who require training and/or access to
infrastructure for the completion of their dissertations – supervisors must apply on
behalf of these students

· Postdoctoral fellows – supervisor/host must apply on behalf of the postdoctoral
fellow

· Technicians, instrument specialists and operators employed as full-time
employees or on contract for two to five years at a minimum

· Researchers employed as full-time employees or on contract for two to five years at
a minimum, who require to send samples to international institutions and/or who
require to access the software for data analysis that is imperative to their research 

· Please also refer to the Exclusion Criteria 5.2. on Page 9 of the Framework
Document.

1. Study the attached Framework
Document & Application and
Funding Guide carefully –
including the Application
Scorecard on page 25 of the
Application and Funding Guide. 

2. Update their CV’s on
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za

3.  Refer to Step 11 in the Application
and Funding Guideline,
(Attachments) pages 22/23, for
more information on which
documents should be attached
online.

4. Submit their applications on
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za by
12h00 on 2 August 2018.EQUIPMENT-RELATED TRAINING GRANTS:

· The Equipment-related Training Grants makes funding available for researchers to
host or attend advanced short courses/workshops focussed on training technical
staff, postgraduate students and other users of specialised and state-of-the-art
equipment that were acquired either through DST or NEP/NNEP grants or high
end equipment donated by the private sector; or feeder equipment that
complements the capabilities of state-of-the-art research equipment. .  

· There is an also an option in this programme for HOSTING AN EXPERT
INSTRUMENT SCIENTIST who is required to stay at a research institution (for a
minimum period of one month and maximum period of six months) due to his/her
scarce skill in the use of a specific instrument acquired through NRF and/or DST
funds.

EQUIPMENT-RELATED TRAINING GRANTS:

· Researchers hosting training programmes on the use of high-end equipment

· Hosting of an expert instrument scientist

· Undergraduate and Honours students are not eligible

· Please also refer to the Exclusion Criteria 5.2. on Page 9 of the Framework
Document.

The NRF recently embarked on ‘application rationalization’ [generic application templates] for most of their funding instruments – applicants must, therefore, follow the steps outlined in the Application
and Funding Guide.

Retrospective funding  that spans a period of six (6) months can be considered for this funding instrument.

Please click below to use our institutional ORCID-registration platform:

This notice was sent to you by the Division for Research Development (DRD) of Stellenbosch University.
Subscribe|Unsubscribe

me to communication regarding funding opportunities administrated by DRD.
Kind Regards,

Nugent Lewis BA | BComHons | MPhil (Urban and Regional Science) 
Koordineerder Nasionale Navorsingstoekeninngs |  Coordinator: National Grants
Afdeling Navorsingsontwikkeling  |  Division for Research Development  
e: nugent@sun.ac.za  |  t: +27 21 808 9017  |  a: Wilcocks Building cnr Ryneveld and Victoria Street, Stellenbosch, 7600

Subject: Call for Applications - Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants 2018/19

Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants
2018/19 Call for Applications

The rationale of this funding instrument is to make funds available to support the broader science community to access state-of-the-art research equipment that is not available at the home institution,
regionally or nationally.

The grants are divided into two categories, namely: Equipment-related Travel Grants and Equipment-related Training Grants.

The Equipment-related Travel Grants are sub-divided into two categories, namely:
General Equipment Travel Grants, that makes funds available to researchers requiring access to specialised research equipment that is not available at their own institution, regionally or nationally.
The grant will cover national or international travel and subsistence costs as required as well as contributions towards the cost of equipment utilisation; and
Outbound or inbound travel grants to Access Global Infrastructure (AGI), that makes funds available to researchers requiring access to Outbound Global Infrastructure located outside South
Africa such as European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) or Inbound Global Infrastructure located in South Africa such as South African Large Telescope (SALT). The applicant must provide
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Contact Details  


 


Ms Mpai Motsei  


Professional Officer: Grants Management and Systems Administration (GMSA)  


Telephone:   012 481 4078 


E-mail address:  mpai.motsei@nrf.ac.za   


 


Ms Mmatshepo Rebecca Sibiya  


Professional Officer: Human and Infrastructure Capacity Development (HICD) 


Telephone:  012 481 4333 


E-mail:  mmatshepo.molubi@nrf.ac.za  


For technical online enquiries, please contact the NRF Support Desk during office hours from 08:00 to 


16:30 Monday to Friday.  


Tel: 012 481 4202  


E-mail: supportdesk@nrf.ac.za 
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1. Introduction  


This Application and Funding Guide provides an overview of the online application process and funding 


guidelines for the Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants (ERTTG). It should be read in 


conjunction with the Framework Document for Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants which 


can be accessed at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za. The Framework provides detailed information with 


respect to objectives of the funding instrument, eligibility criteria, etc. This document does not constitute 


a complete set of the policies, procedures or systems used by the National Research Foundation 


(NRF). 


2. Application Process  


The NRF issues a Call for Proposals for ERTTG funding instrument, which is placed on the NRF website 


and is disseminated to the Research Offices or equivalent of the various institutions, and the application 


is accessible online at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za. All applications must be duly authorised and 


approved by the Designate Authority (DA) of the research administration at the institution that submits 


the application.  


 


Applications submitted may be for a single researcher and/or on behalf of one or two postgraduate 


student/s, post-doctoral fellow/s and researcher/s. All applicants are eligible to submit a maximum of 


two applications. 


 


2.1 Application requirements 


The submitted proposal must address the following:   


International 


and National 


Equipment 


Travel 


Grants 


• There must be a clear indication that the research equipment the applicant 


proposes to access is not available in the applicant’s own institution, nor 


at other institutions regionally or nationally. This may include letters from 


other institutions explaining that similar equipment will not be able to 


support the research activities of the applicant; 


• Applications for students must be submitted by the supervisor who will be 


accountable for the Conditions of Grant awarded;  


• Applications must be supported by the Designated Authority (DA) at the 


research institution;  


• National Travel: Travel grants to support access to research equipment 


nationally may not exceed R35 000 (thirty-five thousand rand) per 


individual applicant, unless strongly motivated for by both the applicant 


and the DA at the research institution; and  
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• An applicant may travel with one co-applicant (preferably a postgraduate 


student) and a maximum of two co-applicants. The applicant will be 


awarded an additional R10 000 (ten thousand rand) for the first applicant 


and R15 000 (fifteen thousand rand) for the second co-applicant. The 


maximum budget will be R60 000* (sixty thousand rand) when travelling 


with two co-applicants i.e. a maximum of three individuals travelling at the 


same time (NB: This number is inclusive of the applicant). 


• International Travel: International travel grant maximum per individual 


applicant may not exceed R75 000 (seventy five thousand rand) unless 


strongly motivated for by both the applicant and the DA at the research 


institution. An applicant travelling with two applicants (preferably 


postgraduate students) will be awarded an additional amount of R25 000 


per applicant. The maximum budget will be R125 000 (one hundred and 


twenty five thousand rand) when travelling with two applicants i.e. a 


maximum of three individuals travelling at the same time (NB: This number 


is inclusive of the applicant). 


Where the cost of the trip exceeds R60 000 (sixty thousand rand) for a 


national trip and R125 000 (one hundred and twenty five thousand rand) 


for an international trip, the applicant must clearly demonstrate that co-


applicants will accompany the applicant and that additional funding has 


been secured to cover the full cost of travel. 


*See budget guidelines in accompanying Framework. 


Synchrotron 


Travel 


Grants 


• A strongly motivated proposal that includes supporting documentation 


such as invitation letters (or any other supporting documentation) from the 


synchrotron radiation facility that the applicant proposes to visit; 


• Letter of acceptance from the synchrotron facility, indicating the applicant 


was successful in securing beam time; 


• Applications for students must be submitted by the supervisor who will be 


accountable for the Conditions of Grant awarded;  


• Applications must be supported by the DA at the research institution; and 


• The maximum request per individual applicant may not exceed 


R75 000 (seventy five thousand rand) unless strongly motivated for 


by both the applicant and DA at the research institution. An 


applicant travelling with two applicants (preferably postgraduate 


students) will be awarded an additional amount of R25 000 per 


applicant. The maximum budget will be R125 000 (one hundred and 


twenty five thousand rand) when travelling with two applicants i.e. a 
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maximum of three individuals travelling at the same time (NB: This 


number is inclusive of the applicant). 


Where the cost associated with an international synchrotron radiation 


facility visit of two weeks exceeds R125 000* (one hundred and twenty 


five thousand rand), the applicant must clearly demonstrate that co-


applicants will accompany the applicant and that additional funding has 


been secured to cover the full cost of travel. 


*See budget guidelines in accompanying Framework. 


Hosting an 


Equipment 


Related 


Workshop  


• Adequate motivation must be provided for the need for the training, which 


must have either regional and/or national impact;   


• The proposed training programme must include the training of researchers 


based at historically disadvantaged institutions (HDIs), black and female 


researchers/technicians as well as postgraduate students;  


• Where the cost of hosting a workshop exceeds R75 000 (seventy five 


thousand rand), the applicant must clearly demonstrate that additional 


funding has been secured to cover the full cost;  


• It is encouraged that applicants engage with suppliers for such training 


workshops. 


Hosting a 


Visiting 


Instrument 


Scientist 


• Where a visiting instrument scientist is required to stay at a research 


institution for a minimum period of one (1) month and maximum period of 


six (6) months due to his/her scarce skill in the use of a specific instrument. 


A motivation letter from the DVC-Research indicating the need to host 


Instrument Scientist must be attached to the application; 


• A Visiting Instrument Scientist may be hosted for a minimum period of one 


(1) month at an amount of R20 000 (twenty thousand rand) per month and 


may be hosted for a maximum period of six (6) months at a maximum 


amount of R120 000 (one hundred and twenty thousand rand);  


• The return airfare of the visiting scientist will be capped at R40 000 (forty 


five thousand rand) for an economy air ticket.  


*See budget guidelines in accompanying Framework. 


 


• Applications, where applicants fail to complete/update the NRF Online CV sections, will not be 


considered for funding. 


• Incomplete applications and those applications that do not have all required supporting 


documents by the time of submission will not be considered for funding. 


• The NRF will not be held liable for server/IT problems experienced by any institution for non-


submission of applications. 
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• Applications submitted as hard copies or by email will not be accepted and will automatically be 


disqualified. 


 


In line with the NRF’s endeavour for a fair and objective granting process, all applications are subjected 


to the following: 


• Applicants will not be supported for more than two applications;  


• Applications will be considered for support for travel taking place between the dates of the award 


of grant;  


• Given the competitive nature of the programme and budgetary limitations, funding is not 


guaranteed; 


• A panel consisting of external and internal reviewers will assess and select applications according 


to the stipulated criteria; and 


• Priority will be given to black and female researchers and applicants based at historically 


disadvantaged institutions (HDIs).   


Retrospective funding that spans a period of six (6) months can be considered in the ERTTG 


funding instrument. 


3. How to Submit Applications  


• Applications may be completed on the NRF Online Submission System at 


https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za . Applicants are advised to complete their applications soon after the 


call is open to prevent IT system overload nearer to the closing date of the call.  


 


• Applicants must ensure that they adhere to their institution’s internal closing date for submission of 


their application to allow for internal institutional screening and review. The internal closing date will 


be determined by the respective Research Office and is usually at least two (2) weeks prior to the 


NRF closing date. It is the responsibility of the applicant to check the institution’s internal closing 


date with their Research Office. 
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• Step 1: This is an electronic submission system and applicants must be registered on the system 


in order to create and complete an application. If you experience problems accessing the system 


with your NRF Online password, use the Reset Password button. If you are not yet registered on 


the NRF Online Submission System, you must register to access the application form. 


• Most application screens have application specific instructions to help you work through each 


section. Please read the instructions carefully before completing the section. 


 







9 


 


• Step 2: Once you have logged onto the NRF Online Submission System, you will get to the ‘landing page’ where you will find a menu at 


the top left side of your screen (tab indicated with blue arrow). To create a new application, click on My Applications - Create Application. 
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• Step 3: Select the Name of the Call you are applying for, which in this case is Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants, on the 


create application screen and a new application will open to complete. Please note that this must be selected only once. To continue 


working on an application, go to My Applications - List of Applications and then click on edit. 


 


 


• Step 4: All sections marked with a red asterisk (*) are compulsory sections in the application. These sections must be completed in order 


for the final submit button to appear. The sections without asterisks are non-compulsory sections. You may complete these sections 


provided you have information to enter. Completed sections will be indicated by a green tick on the main menu, while incomplete sections 


will have a yellow cross. Please press the “save” button before returning to the main menu once you complete all the fields in each section. 
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• All compulsory sections will guide you with error messages at the top of the screen. Please follow these messages to help you complete 


the section correctly. 
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Step 5:  


1. TRAVEL: International and Local  


• If applying for an Equipment-related International or Local Travel, please select either International travel or Local Travel under the 


category support requested. 
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• Thereafter select Accessing equipment under the category type of support.


 


• Complete all remaining sections as per given instructions on the NRF online Submission System. 
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2. TRAINING: Hosting an Instrument Scientist or Hosting Equipment-Related Workshop 


• If applying to Host an Instrument Scientist or to Host an Equipment-Related Workshop, please select Hosting an event/researcher under 


the category support requested. 
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a) Hosting a Visiting Instrument Scientist  


• Select Hosting a researcher/visiting scientist under the category type of support to apply for a visiting instrument scientist. 
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• Under the section Details of Researcher, ensure that Instrument Scientist is selected for the Category of Researcher. 
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b) Hosting an Equipment-Related Workshop 


• If applying to host an equipment-related Workshop, select Hosting a scientific event under the category type of support section and 


select Equipment-related workshop under type of hosting category. 
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• Step 6: Possible Reviewers section is compulsory in this Call. The section requires that you add the names of possible reviewers in your 


field of research that you have interacted with through conferences or other academic fora, to provide a neutral review of your proposed 


research project. A minimum of six (6) and a maximum of ten (10) possible reviewers are required.  
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• Step 7: The Alignment to National Imperatives section is a compulsory section. If your work is not aligned to national priorities, 


strategies or imperatives select the No alignment to national imperatives related to this application as indicated with an arrow 


below. 


 


  







20 


 


• Step 8: To add all required Operating Costs, click on the Running Expenses icon and add New Items  
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• Step 9: The National Infrastructure Platforms section is a compulsory section. If you do not plan to access National Infrastructure 


Platforms, click No plan to access platforms.` 


 


• Step 10: The Science Engagement section is compulsory section. If you will not be running any science engagement activities, you will 


still have to select “add” but you can indicate “N/A” under “activity” and category”.  
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Step 11: In the Attachments Section all compulsory attachments and other support should be added by clicking the Add button 


 


Attachments - please provide the NRF with copies of the documents listed below. The following documents are compulsory: 


Type of Travel or Training  Requirements  


Synchrotron Travel Grant 


• Confirmation of the outcome of the peer review process and allocated beam time 


from the host synchrotron facility; and  


• Copy of Quotation/proof of flights, accommodation, and cost of subsistence and 


travel allowance. 


National and International Travel Grants 


• Letter of invitation from the research infrastructure facility and/or Confirmation 


Letter that you have been allocated time to access the equipment; and 


• Copy of Quotation/proof of flights, accommodation, and cost of subsistence and 


travel allowance. 


Hosting an Equipment Related Workshop  


• Detailed Workshop Costing Plan; 


• Programme for the workshop;  


• CV of Trainer; and 


• Confirmation letter of Attendance from the trainer. 
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Hosting a Visiting Instrument Scientist 


• Letter of invitation to the visiting Scientist; 


• Letter of acceptance from the visiting scientist; 


• CV of Visiting Instrument Scientist;  


• Motivation letter from the DVC-Research indicating need for hosting the visiting 


Instrument Scientist; 


• Copy of Quotation/proof of flights and accommodation. 


 


• The final submit button will appear/ be activated only if all compulsory sections are complete. Press OK to submit your application. If all 


the compulsory sections are complete and the final submit button does not appear, select any section and resave to refresh the application; 


you will then see the final submit button. A submitted application is automatically routed to the DA in the Research Office of the institution 


that you selected, for internal review and validation. Late applications, additional supporting documentation or information received after 


the closing date will not be accepted or considered. 


 


*Please note that should any of the compulsory documents not be uploaded to the application, the application will be rejected 


without proceeding to the review panel.
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Designated Authorities (DAs) at institutions should ensure that all applications are screened and approved 


through internal institutional processes before submitting to the NRF. The NRF assumes that the 


respective DAs are satisfied with the standard of all applications validated and submitted, and that the 


institution approves and supports the applications. 


 


The NRF will not process applications that are incomplete, contain insufficient or incorrect detail, 


or fail to comply with instructions. Such applications will be rejected. The application must be completed 


in sufficient detail to allow for a comprehensive review and evaluation by external reviewers. In addition to 


the electronic application and required attachments, the NRF may request additional information or 


documentation to support an application if required. Failure to supply such information or documentation 


upon request may result in the rejection of the application. 


 


4. Evaluation Process 


 


The evaluation of applications will follow a two-step process:  


1. Internal screening by the NRF; and  


2. An external review by a panel of peers. 


 


4.1 Overview of the Screening Process 


All applications validated by institutions and submitted to the NRF are screened by the Grants 


Management and Systems Administration (GMSA) for compliance with the requirements of the Call 


for Proposals, the stipulations set out in this Funding Guide, and the system requirements indicated 


in the online application screens. Applications that fail to meet the requirements and stipulations of 


the funding instrument will be rejected during the screening process and will not proceed to the 


external peer review process. 


 


4.2 Overview of the Peer Review Process 


All submitted applications that pass the screening process are subjected to a Peer Review process. 


The reviewers will provide a quantitative scoring and qualitative written evaluation of the proposals. 


 


The reviewers provide recommendations to the NRF on all proposals. The final funding decision is 


made by the NRF. In awarding grants in this funding instrument, the NRF takes into account these 


recommendations, the budget motivations by the applicant, as well as the availability of funds within 


the funding instrument. 
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The following score card will be used to evaluate all applications for ERTTG grants. 


ERTTG Score Card 


Criterion Details Weight Poor 


Un-


satisfactory Satisfactory Good 


Very 


Good 


S
c


ie
n


ti
fi


c
 M


o
ti


v
a


ti
o


n
 


5
0


%
 


Scientific motivation of 


proposed: 


• Travel request; or 


• Training attendance; 


or 


• Hosting of training/ 


workshop; or 


• Hosting visiting 


instrument scientist. 


50% 0 1 2 3 4 


P
o


te
n


ti
a


l 
Im


p
a
c


t 


1
0


%
 


Proposed impact on: 


• Potential 


advancement and 


impact in the 


applicant’s field of 


study on national 


priorities 


10% 0 1 2 3 4 


E
x


p
e


c
te


d
 O


u
tp


u
ts


 


2
0


%
 


Expected outputs: 


• Completion of a 


dissertation; and/or 


• Human capital 


development (staff or 


postgraduate training); 


and/or 


• Publications; and/or   


• Other outputs. 


 


20% 0 1 2 3 4 


F
in


a
n


c
ia


ls
 


2
0


%
 Feasibility of proposed 


budget 
20% 0 1 2 3 4 
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Descriptor General guiding notes 


Poor The proposal provided insufficient information regarding the 


requirements of the funding instrument1, and/or has numerous 


inconsistencies for a fair evaluation to be conducted. 


Unsatisfactory The proposal only partially addresses the requirements of the funding 


instrument and has significant issues that should be addressed by the 


applicant. 


Satisfactory/ Adequate/ Fair The proposal meets all minimum/ necessary requirements of the 


funding instrument. 


Good This is a strong proposal that fully addresses the entire requirements 


of the funding instrument. 


Very Good This is an exceptionally strong proposal that is well thought through 


and strongly motivated, as well as exceeds all the requirements of the 


funding instrument. 


 


  


                                                           
1 Funding instrument requirement refers to: Scientific motivation, potential impact, expected outputs and feasibility of proposed 


budget. 
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APPENDIX A: Guidelines for International Travel – NRF Subsistence Rates 


 


*Subsistence rate for local travel in South Africa = R250 per day 


Daily travel amount linked to accommodation 


NRF Guidelines 


 Country  Amount Currency 


1 Albania 97 EURO 


2 Algeria 110 EURO 


3 Angola 135 USD 


4 Antigua and Barbuba 135 USD 


5 Argentina 133 USD 


6 Armenia 135 USD 


7 Australia 180 AUD 


8 Austria 120 EURO 


9 Azerbaijan 135 USD 


10 Bahamas 135 USD 


11 Bahrain 36 B DINARS 


12 Bangladesh 79 USD 


13 Barbados 135 USD 


14 Belarus 62 EURO 


15 Belgium 120 EURO 


16 Belize 135 USD 


17 Benin 89 EURO 


18 Bolivia 78 USD 


19 Bosnia-Herzegovina 75 EURO 
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20 Botswana 826 PULA 


21 Brazil 347 Reals 


22 Brunei 88 USD 


23 Bulgaria 91 EURO 


24 Burkina Faso 58 790 CFA Francs 


25 Burundi 73 EURO 


26 Cambodia 99 USD 


27 Cameroon 116 EURO 


28 Canada 167 CAD 


29 Cape Verde Islands 65 EURO 


30 Central African Republic 94 EURO 


31 Chad 120 EURO 


32 Chile 128 USD 


33 China (People’s Republic) 127 USD 


34 Colombia 94 USD 


35 Comoro Island 120 EURO 


36 Cook Islands 188 NZD 


37 Cote D'Ivoire 119 EURO 


38 Costa Rica 116 USD 


39 Croatia 102 EURO 


40 Cuba 124 USD 


41 Cyprus 117 EURO 


42 Czech Republic 90 EURO 


43 Democratic Rep of Congo 135 USD 


44 Denmark 892 Danish Kroner 
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45 Djibouti 99 USD 


46 Dominican Republic 99 USD 


47 Ecuador 135 USD 


48 Egypt 118 USD 


49 El Salvador 98 USD 


50 Equatorial Guinea 120 EURO 


51 Eritrea 109 USD 


52 Estonia 92 EURO 


53 Ethiopia 92 USD 


54 Fiji 102 USD 


55 Finland 120 EURO 


56 France 120 EURO 


57 Gabon 120 EURO 


58 Gambia 74 EURO 


59 Georgia 95 USD 


60 Germany 120 EURO 


61 Ghana 130 USD 


62 Greece 120 EURO 


63 Grenada 135 USD 


64 Guatamala 114 USD 


65 Guinea 78 EURO 


66 Guinea Bissau 59 EURO 


67 Guyana 118 USD 


68 Haiti 109 USD 


69 Honduras 135 USD 
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70 Hong Kong 1 000 HKD 


71 Hungary 89 EURO 


72 Iceland 16 601 ISK 


73 India 5 852 Indian Rupee 


74 Indonesia 86 USD 


75 Iran 120 USD 


76 Iraq 125 USD 


77 Ireland 120 EURO 


78 Israel 135 USD 


80 Italy 120 EURO 


81 Jamaica 135 USD 


82 Japan 14 112 YEN 


83 Jordan 135 USD 


84 Kazakhstan 135 USD 


85 Kenya 135 USD 


86 Kiribati 178 AUD 


87 Kuwait 40 Kuwait Dinar 


88 Kyrgyzstan 135 USD 


89 Laos 92 USD 


90 Latvia 135 USD 


91 Lebanon 135 USD 


92 Lesotho 750 RAND 


93 Liberia 112 USD 


94 Libya 120 USD 


95 Lithuania 120 EURO 
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96 Macau 1 047 HKD 


97 Macedonia 100 EURO 


98 Madagascar 59 EURO 


99 Madeira 120 EURO 


100 Malawi 31 254 Kwacha 


101 Malaysia 382 Ringgit 


102 Maldives 135 USD 


103 Mali 120 EURO 


104 Malta 120 EURO 


105 Marshall Islands 135 USD 


106 Mauritania 97 EURO 


107 Mauritius 135 USD 


108 Mexico 1 313 Mexican Pesos 


109 Moldova 117 USD 


110 Mongolia 69 USD 


111 Montenegro 94 EURO 


112 Morocco 970 Dirhams 


113 Mozambique 128 USD 


114 Myanmar (Burma) 123 USD 


115 Namibia 950 RAND 


116 Nauru 179 AUD 


117 Nepal 64 USD 


118 Netherlands 117 EURO 


119 New Zealand 187 NZD 


120 Nicaragua 90 USD 
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121 Niger 75 EURO 


122 Nigeria 135 USD 


123 Niue 187 NZD 


124 Norway 1 120 NOK 


125 Oman 52 Rials Omani 


126 Pakistan 6 235 Pakistani Rupees 


127 Palestine 135 USD 


128 Palau 135 USD 


129 Panama 105 USD 


130 Papa New Guinea 285 KINA 


131 Paraguay 76 USD 


133 Peru 135 USD 


134 Philippines 122 USD 


135 Poland 88 EURO 


136 Portugal 87 EURO 


137 Qatar 432 Qatar Riyals 


138 Republic of Congo 120 EURO 


139 Reunion 120 EURO 


140 Romania 85 EURO 


141 Russia 120 EURO 


142 Rwanda 101 USD 


143 Samoa 193 TALA 


144 Sao Tome 120 EURO 


145 Saudi-Arabia 517 Saudi Riyals 


146 Senegal 113 EURO 
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147 Serbia and Montenegro 83 EURO 


148 Seychelles 120 EURO 


149 Sierra Leone 90 USD 


150 Singapore 180 Sing Dollars 


151 Slovakia 102 EURO 


152 Slovenia 106 EURO 


153 Solomon Islands 1 052 Sol Isl Dollar 


154 South Korea, Republic 155 106 Korean Won 


155 Spain 112 EURO 


156 Sri Lanka 100 USD 


157 St Kitts & Nevis 135 USD 


158 St Lucia 135 USD 


159 St Vince & Grenadines 135 USD 


160 Sudan 135 USD 


161 Suriname 107 USD 


162 Swaziland 818 RAND 


163 Sweden 1 116 Swedish Krona 


164 Switzerland 130 Swiss Franc 


165 Syria 135 USD 


166 Taiwan 3 505 New Taiwan Dollar 


167 Tajikistan 97 USD 


168 Tanzania 129 USD 


169 Thailand 4 802 Thai BAHT 


170 Togo 64 214 CFO Franc 


171 Tonga 251 PA'ANGA 
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172 Trinidad & Tobago 135 USD 


173 Tunisia 198 TUNISIAN Dinar 


174 Turkey 101 USD 


175 Turkmenistan 125 USD 


176 Tuvalu 193 Tuvala Dollar 


177 Uganda 111 USD 


178 Ukraine 120 EURO 


179 United Arab Emirates 501 UAE DIRHAMS 


180 United Kingdom 92 GBP 


181 Uruguay 135 USD 


182 USA 135 USD 


183 Uzbekistan 80 EURO 


184 Vanuatu 135 USD 


185 Venezuela 135 USD 


186 Vietnam 135 USD 


187 Yemen 94 USD 


188 Zambia 119 USD 


189 Zimbabwe 123 USD 


190 Other countries not listed 135 USD 


191 Other countries not listed 120 EURO 
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1. Strategic Context and Background 


The Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants (ERTTG) funding instrument seeks to 


improve the competitiveness of South African research by advancing the national research 


agenda as defined in the National R&D Strategy1, the DST Ten-Year Innovation Plan2; and the 


strategic objectives of the NRF. Collectively, these seek to promote and support research 


through human resource development and facilitate access to state-of-the-art research 


equipment.  


 


The National Research Foundation (NRF) through the National Equipment Programme (NEP) 


funding instrument supports the acquisition, upgrade and development of state-of-the-art 


research equipment at South African public universities, South African Science Councils (SCs), 


National Research Facilities (NFs), Museums and other NRF recognised research institutions, 


such as the South African Nuclear Energy Corporation (Necsa).   


 


While the NEP funding instrument has, for more than ten years, made progress in addressing 


the research infrastructure needs of the country, the following challenges ensue: 


• Access to regional and national multi-user equipment is reliant on the ability of 


researchers to travel to institutions across the country where the multi-user equipment 


is located; 


• Specialised multi-user research equipment, is not equally distributed across the various 


research institutions in South Africa (SA); 


• Researchers in SA continue to require access to specialised equipment located at 


institutions nationally and abroad. Such equipment may not currently be available within 


their research institution and/or in SA; 


• Sending samples to be analysed at various multi-user facilities, located either nationally 


or internationally, without being accompanied by the researcher; and 


• Optimal access and utilisation of the available research infrastructure is dependent on 


the availability of funding support for: 


o Hosting of workshops that focus on on-site training of instrumentation specialists, 


technicians, operators, researchers, postgraduate students and other users; and 


                                                 
1 DST (2002). South Africa’s National Research and Development Strategy. Pretoria, South Africa. Accessible at: 


http://www.dst.gov.za/index.php/resource-center/strategies-and-reports/159-south-africas-national-research-and-


development-strategy  


 
2 DST (2011). The 10-Year Innovation Plan. Pretoria, South Africa. Accessible at 


http://www.dst.gov.za/index.php/resource-center/strategies-and-reports/143-the-ten-year-plan-for-science-and-


technology
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o Outbound and inbound access to specialised equipment and global research 


infrastructure located at other institutions in SA and abroad. 


 


In light of the aforementioned challenges the DST-NRF has, over the past several years, funded 


both national and international travel costs in order to support researchers who require access 


to equipment that is not available either regionally or nationally. In addition, grants are awarded 


for the facilitation of workshops that focus on on-site training of instrumentation specialists, 


technicians and operators that are full-time employees, researchers, postgraduate (masters 


and doctoral) students and other users at a South African public research institution. This 


document provides a framework and guidance for the implementation of travel and training 


grants geared towards addressing the aforementioned activities. 


 


2. Scope 


The rationale of this funding instrument is to make funds available to support the broader 


science community to access state-of-the-art research equipment that is not available at the 


home institution or regionally or nationally. This will also include access to synchrotron facilities 


and other global research infrastructure. The grants are divided into two categories, namely: 


• Equipment-related Travel Grants; and 


• Equipment-related Training Grants. 


 


2.1 Equipment-related Travel Grants 


The objective of this intervention is to provide financial support for researchers, technical 


staff and postgraduate students to access state-of-the-art research equipment, within SA 


or abroad, that is not available at their own research institution, nor other institutions 


regionally or nationally. This funding instrument is subdivided into two categories, namely: 


 


2.1.1 General Equipment Travel Grants that make funds available to researchers 


requiring access to specialised equipment that is not available at their own 


institutions, regionally or nationally. The grant will cover national or international 


travel and subsistence costs as required as well as contributions towards the cost 


of equipment utilisation.   


2.1.2 Outbound or inbound Travel grants to Access Global Infrastructure (AGI). The 


two options for AGI are: 


• Outbound Global Infrastructure located outside of South Africa such as 


the Joint Institute of Nuclear Research (JINR) in Dubna, Russia, the 


European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) in Geneva, 


Switzerland and European Synchrotron Radiation Facilities (ESRF) in 
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Grenoble, France.  Currently research cooperation agreements between 


South Africa and JINR, CERN and ESRF respectively are in place. However, 


access to other synchrotron radiation facilities and global research 


infrastructure will also be considered for support.  


• Inbound Global Infrastructure located in South Africa such as the South 


African Large Telescope (SALT), MeerKAT, the International Centre for 


Genetic Engineering and Biology (ICGEB), the Centre for High Resolution 


Transmission Electron Microscopy and the NFs. 


 


2.2 Equipment-related Training Grants3 


 This intervention makes funds available for:  


• Researchers to host or attend workshops focussed on training technical staff, 


postgraduate students and other users of: 


� Specialised or state-of-the-art research equipment; or 


� Feeder equipment that complements the capabilities of state-of-the-art 


research equipment.   


Such equipment must have been acquired either through public funds or high-end 


equipment donated by the private sector. This type of intervention may include 


practical training and short courses on the use of such research equipment; and  


• Institutions that have been awarded research equipment grants and require skills 


training from expert instrument scientists on the sustainable management of the 


research equipment. These institutions may apply for funding to host a visiting 


instrument scientist. The instrument scientist may be hosted by the applying 


research institution for a minimum period of one month to a maximum period of six 


(6) months due to his/her scarce skill in the use of a specific instrument that has 


been acquired through NRF and/or DST funds.  


 


3. Objectives 


The Equipment-related Travel and Training Grants aim to support world-class research, 


enhance research collaborations nationally and internationally, and support the development 


of specialised skills required to sustainably manage and operate state-of-the-art research 


equipment.  


 


The objectives of this funding instrument are to make funds available to support: 


                                                 
3 The initial training that forms part of the commissioning of new equipment will not be covered by this training grant as this may be factored into the purchase price 


of the equipment.  
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• The larger research community to access:  


� State-of-the-art equipment that is not available regionally and/or nationally;  


� Natural science collections such as those located at museums; and 


� Training workshops on the use of specialised equipment or feeder equipment 


that have been acquired through public funds and high-end equipment donated 


by the private sector; 


• Researchers and postgraduate students in South Africa (SA) to access global research 


infrastructure located nationally (e.g. SALT) or abroad such as synchrotron radiation 


facilities;  


• Researchers and postgraduate students in SA to access natural science collections for 


the completion of their dissertations;  


• Research institutions hosting training workshops on the use of feeder and/or specialised 


equipment that is acquired either through NRF and/or DST funds; and 


• Hosting of Visiting Expert Instrument Scientists, that can aid research equipment grant-


holder institutions to build capacity relating to the sustainable management of high-end 


equipment.  


 


4. Types of Support 


The travel and training grants are aimed at supporting: 


 
Travel Grants:  


• Full-time postgraduate (masters and doctoral) students that require training and/or 


access to infrastructure for the completion of their dissertations - supervisor must 


apply on behalf of the postgraduate student; 


• Post-doctoral fellows - supervisor must apply on behalf of the post-doctoral fellow; 


• Technicians, instrument specialist and operators that are full-time employees or staff 


on contract employment for two to five years at a minimum, at a public research 


institution;  


• Researchers that are full-time employees on contract employment for two to five 


years at a public research institution, who request to send samples to international 


institutions; and 


• Researchers that are full-time employees on contract employment for two to five 


years, at a minimum, at a public research institution, who require to access the software 


for data analysis that is imperative to their research. 


 


Training Grants: 


Support is available for the following: 
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• Researchers hosting training programmes on the use of high-end equipment. This 


training programme must have regional and/or national benefit; and  


• Hosting of an expert instrument scientist that is required to stay at a research institution 


for a minimum period of one (1) month to a maximum period of six (6) months due to 


his/her scarce skill in the use of a specific instrument that has been acquired through 


NRF and/or DST funds. 


 


5. Eligibility  


5.1 Eligibility criteria 


 
5.1.1 Institutions 
 


All South African public research institutions, including universities, SCs, NFs, museums 


and other NRF recognised research institutions such as Necsa. 


 


5.1.2 Applicants 
 


All applicants, who are permanently employed or on a fixed-term contract (minimum of two 


years) and hold the position of Academic staff or Research equipment technicians, 


Operators and Instrument specialists, at an NRF recognized research institution, including 


South African public universities, SCs, NFs, museums or public corporations such as 


Necsa.   


 


In the case of those researchers accessing synchrotron facilities, the outcomes letter from 


the peer review process undertaken by the synchrotron facility must be attached. In the 


case of institutions applying to host an expert instrument scientist, the expert instrument 


scientist is required to stay at the host research institution for a minimum period of one 


month due to his/her scarce skill in the use of a specific instrument that has been acquired 


through NRF and/or DST funds.  


 


Travel and Subsistence4 


National travel: 


The NRF will cover the costs of: 


                                                 
4 The NRF encourages all applicants to utilise their institutional financial policies in developing their budgets 


especially with regard to S&T allowance, car mileage claims, amongst others. Where there is no institutional 


policy in place, please utilise the NRF guidelines, which is as follows: 


• Mileage claims:   R3, 18 per kilometre (all engines). 


• S&T daily allowance:  R250 per day (receipts and quotes required). 
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• The cheapest economy air ticket; 


• Accommodation (Local accommodation costs are limited to three-star rating 


establishments);  


• Subsistence and travel allowance; and 


• Contributions towards the cost of instrument utilisation, namely bench fees. 


  


International travel:5 


These will be considered on a case by case basis and the NRF provides guidelines for 


rates in Appendix A. 


 


Budget Guidelines:  Maximum NRF Investment per Activity 


 


NATURE OF THE ACTIVITY 
 


National 
Travel/Training 


Support 


International 
Travel/Training 


Support/ 
Synchrotron/ 
other Global 


Infrastructure 


Hosting a 
workshop 


Visits by 
Instrument 
Scientists 


R R R R 


Access to Research Infrastructure 


Applicant 35 000 75 000 N/A N/A 


Applicant plus one 
Co-applicant 
 


45 000 100 000 N/A N/A 


Applicant plus two 
Co-applicants 
 


60 000 125 000 N/A N/A 


Host a Workshop 


Applicant N/A N/A 
 


75 000 
 


N/A 


Visiting Instrument Scientists  


Accommodation, 
subsistence, local 
travel for 1 to 6 
months 


 
20 000 per 


month  


                                                 
5 The NRF encourages all applicants to utilise their institutional financial policies in developing their budgets 


especially with regard to international travel. Where there is no institutional policy in place, please utilise the 


NRF guidelines, is attached as Appendix A. 
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Cheapest economy 
return Airfare 


 40 000 


 


5.2 Exclusion criteria 


 


Undergraduate and Honours students are not eligible to apply for Equipment-related 


Travel and Training Grants. In addition, the following instrument-specific exclusions are 


applicable.   


 


Travel Grants:  Requests for funding to support: 


• Research that advances private enterprise; 


• Outbound visiting scientists; 


• Attendance of conferences and/or training workshops that 


are not equipment related; and 


• Testing the functional capability of equipment that an 


applicant may procure through NEP and/or NNEP grants. 


This must be achieved by the applicant in partnership with 


the supplier. 


 


Training Grants: Requests for funding to support: 


• Training that addresses the applicant’s institutional needs 


only; and 


• Basic training of operators and technicians, provided by the 


supplier as part of equipment acquisition (if training is 


needed over and above the initial training with the supplier, 


a strong motivation is needed). 


 


Grantholders who do not submit post-travel/training reports within one month after completion 


of travel/training will not be considered for further funding in this programme. 


 


Grants awarded are not transferable 


 


6. Evaluation of the Funding Instrument 


At the end of this financial period, during 2018, or as agreed between the DST and the NRF, 


the Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants funding instrument will undergo an 


independent evaluation.  


 







evidence/confirmation of the allocated beam time from the host synchrotron radiation facility. 
 
The Equipment-related Training Grants makes funds available to:

Researchers or institutions to support workshops focused on training technical staff, postgraduate (masters and doctoral) students and other users of specialised or state-of-the-art research
equipment that were acquired either through public funds or high-end equipment donated by private sector. 
Institutions hosting an expert instrument scientist that is required to stay at a research institution for a minimum period of one months due to his/her scarce skill in the use of a specific instrument
that has been acquired through NRF and/or DST funds.

 
Applications may be submitted by a single researcher on behalf of either himself/herself or two co-applicants travelling to a specific facility. Supervisors must apply on behalf of postgraduate students
and post-doctoral fellows. 
 
The Conditions of Grant for all awarded grants should be signed and returned to the NRF within one (1) month of receiving the award letter.
 
After the conclusion of an  activity for which funding was granted, the NRF requires that the completion report be submitted within one (1) month  after returning from travel or training and the full
grant should be claimed.

Application Deadlines:
Refer to the Equipment-Related Travel and Training Grants Framework as well as the Application & Funding Guide for eligibility and other criteria.
 

Applications should be submitted electronically on the NRF Online Submission System at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
 

  For more information please view the attached documents or visit the NRF website at www.nrf.ac.za.
 

NRF Contacts for Enquiries:
 

Ms Mpai Motsei Ms Mmatshepo Rebecca Sibiya
Telephone:  (012) 481-4078
Professional Officer: GMSA
e-mail:  mpai.motsei@nrf.ac.za

Telephone:  (012) 481-4333
Professional Officer: HICD
e-mail:  mmatshepo.molubi@nrf.ac.za

National Research Foundation (NRF)
P O Box 2600

PRETORIA 0001
   

The integrity and confidentiality of this email is governed by these terms. Disclaimer
Die integriteit en vertroulikheid van hierdie e-pos word deur die volgende bepalings gereël. Vrywaringsklousule

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
http://www.nrf.ac.za/
mailto:mpai.motsei@nrf.ac.za
mailto:mmatshepo.molubi@nrf.ac.za
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/Pages/Water-crisis.aspx
http://www.sun.ac.za/emaildisclaimer
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